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This month saw the introduction of the Stony Brook University administration’s proposed secular calendar. Under the new calendar as originally proposed, there would be no designated reading days in between the last day of class and the beginning of finals. Furthermore there would be no days off for Jewish holidays. The administration appears intent on instituting at least some of its changes with the beginning of the ’12-’13 academic year. The Undergraduate Student Government’s efforts in negotiation did yield results: there has been a second calendar proposed which does allow for designated reading days and administration has promised to consider revisiting the calendar’s other problem areas. There appears, however, to be little hope regarding days off for Jewish holidays. The university’s (NOT the USG’s) official stance as I interpret it is that most university’s do not have days off for these holidays and compensating for them over the years has made the calendar difficult to predict and plan around. 

I would like to note that the original proposed calendar was posted on the university registrar’s website BEFORE the USG or to my knowledge any organization of students was notified. Should you notice any changes being made in such a manner please bring it to the attention of a USG official. Furthermore if you wish to be heard or are dissatisfied with any matter (including the calendar) please make it known. If a significant number of students get together for a given cause, change is very possible. 
