Corey Platt				 			March 2012 Senate Report

	March has been a whirlwind of activity for both myself and for USG as a whole. For a month that started off relatively calmly, it ended with a bang. As many students are aware, last week started the Budget Hearing process. Over the course of three days, I spent approximately 18 hours speaking to club leaders and listening to their requests for next year’s budgets. The process left me feeling both happy and sad. It gave me great pleasure to have the chance to speak to so many constituents, and a large numbers of clubs are receiving increases in budget for next year. However, the hearings process made it all too clear that USG simply does not have the money to give every club the amount they would like. There is no easy solution to this; we do not wish to limit the number of clubs on campus, but the fact is USG’s budget does not increase accordingly with the number of clubs.
	Additionally, I had the pleasure of chairing two very important committee meetings this past week. The Academic Affairs Committee approved an act to decrease Senators’ stipends from $75/week to $50/week, effective next school year. The Senate also approved this act, freeing up approximately $16,000 for next year, which will hopefully go to the clubs in the future. As many students are aware, the Legislative Review Committee met Wednesday night to discuss repealing the National Tournament Grant. Approximately 65 clubs members came to the meeting to share their feelings on the matter. USG has been working very hard to clarify this issue: the National Tournament, in its wording, is unconstitutional. By no means do we wish to cripple sports clubs in the future; it is simply a matter of reorganizing the Grant system. I am pleased to announce that I will be a member of the Ad-Hoc Committee to Research, Examine, Evaluate, and Reform USG Grants. After spring break, we will be conducting research and speaking to as many club representatives as possible to come up with a solution to this issue. If anyone has any questions or comments regarding these issues, I urge them to contact me at cplatt@stonybrookusg.org. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I’d like to wish everyone good luck on any remaining midterms, and I hope everyone has a relaxing spring break. 

		Regards,

		Corey Platt
		USG Senator for CEAS
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