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	This month I had the honor of being one of Stony Brook University’s four undergraduate representatives to SUNY Student Assembly. The Assembly is a twice yearly gathering of students from every SUNY campus to formulate a unified student voice on issues effecting students. As you would expect tuition, as set by the New York State Legislature, is one such issue. In the past SUNY Assembly has found its voice advocating for higher tuition, such as in its support for NY-SUNY 2020. This is position that any student voice should not take, not because we are self-interested and gaming the system, but because access to higher education is a public good that ensures the equality of opportunity and social mobility we hold so dear and is undermined by higher tuition and greater debt. That said, I argued aggressively against the Assembly Administration’s past stance and for a different path going forward, and to some success. The Assembly passed a resolution against the shared presidencies being imposed upon some of SUNY’s up state campuses, a practice that stems from the State’s disastrous divestment from public higher education over the past few years. We also gave some guidance to our Director of Government Relations who will be lobbying on our behalf for increasing TAP Awards in proportion to the tuition increases under NY-SUNY 2020, and reintroducing TAP for graduate students to ensure that all of us who want to go further than a Bachelors degree can afford to do so.  It was a productive weekend, from which I plan to introduce a resolution to our Senate both backing and expanding on the SUNY Assembly Legislative Agenda.
	
	This month the Senate also had to deal with the expiration of two previously temporary jobs within the USG, those being the Graphic Designer and the Audio/Visual Advisor. I had the original version of the bill (The Temporary Assistance Act of 2011-2012), that would have reinstated both of the positions, committed to the committee on which I sit and overhauled it personally. This was done to address multiple problems such as having both positions in one act, rather than one act for each, vagueness in the hiring process of the positions, and vagueness as to where the positions fell in the chain of command. The results of the overhaul, and a Legislative Review Committee meeting on Nov. 2nd, were The Office of Communications Graphic Designer Act of 2011 and The Audio/Visual Technician Act of 2011. I voted with the majority in both cases at the Nov. 3rd Senate meeting with my vote for the former and against the latter. The Graphic Designer position has been of great use in the maintenance of sbusg.org and the poster designs for The Stony Brook Concert Series. The Audio/Visual Advisor position, however, appeared to be too much cost for too little return.  
	
	Finally, a resolution in support of making the campus tobacco free was brought before the Senate for consideration. While the resolution has yet to come to a vote on the floor, I have read it over and can say definitively that I will not be voting in favor of it. That an individual can kill oneself as they see fit, whether it be by smoking or rock climbing or on a NASCAR track, is precisely what freedom is. I do also believe that no one should forcibly be subject to the well known dangers of tobacco smoke. That is why I feel that a campus wide ban is over kill and that proper enforcement of our current 25 foot rule around buildings would be an appropriate remedy to balancing the freedoms of every smoker and non-smoker on campus.
	
	Any student with specific questions, comments and concerns about my dealings over the last month is encouraged to contact me at dadams@sbusg.org.

